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in the labour movement. In the eighties and nineties a great
many men became trade-union officials or socialist agitators
(with a cabinet minister's seals of office in their knapsacks), who,
had they been born twenty years earlier, would have made
careers like Spurgeon's or General Booth's. To say this is not to
impugn their sincerity in either case, but to recognize that human
ability, like water, will rise to its level through the directest
channel that may be open at any given time. The effects were
of course not immediately felt; but in many great working-class
areas (e.g. the South Wales coal-field) they showed themselves
very markedly during the first quarter of the present century.
A time-lag operated similarly in the Anglican church, and
until the end of the century the decline in its ministry was
masked by the strength of the surviving elder personnel. It still
possessed a very imposing bench of bishops, and its parochial
clergy, not merely in fashionable town pulpits or much-noted
slum missions, but as you found them quartered out over the
country in the thousands of rural incumbencies, remained till
then at a high average level. Often men of much distinction, who
had taught as well as studied in their university, and nearly
always real standard-bearers of culture, from whom high and low
in their parishes could alike be willing to learn, this admirable
class, with their wholesome home life and quiverfuls of well-
educated children, wrought an immense social service to the
countryside in their day. What eventually rendered its con-
tinuance impossible, in addition to all that has just been noted,
was their economic downfall. This was an unforeseen by-
product of the national decision to jettison agriculture; for the
clergy's stipends were based on wheat-prices. The slump of the
middle nineties, which dealt the coup-de-grdce to so many farms,
was critical for the parsonages also; and while existing incum-
bents might hang on, it became nearly impossible to find succes-
sors for them of the same social and cultural standing.
Fashion among the incoming clergy at this time decidedly
favoured the high church, and was in varying degrees 'Ritualist'
(i.e. anglo-catholic). This was the work of certain theological
colleges which the disciples of the Oxford Movement had cap-
tured, and at the head of which stood some of their ablest men.
In 1885 Gladstone appointed one of them—Dr. Edward King,
who had been principal of Cuddesdon—to the bishopric of
Lincoln. King, though not extreme, was more of a ritualist than

